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Want To Know What The End Of The World Looks Like? Look On Your
Bookshelf

The fact that lots of contemporary science fiction presents an
apocalypse as a good thing for the world around us should give us
pause
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If you want to prepare for the end of the world as we know it, there is no shortage of
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fiction to help you on your way. From zombies to nuclear winter to global warming,
science fiction has been amazingly creative in exploring the possible ways in which we

could all die in gruesome ways. Disturbing? Perhaps. But what should really worry you is
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that if you look closely, the apocalypse is not only often entirely our own fault, but is
frequently even depicted as a good thing. For everything and everyone except

humankind, of course.

Nearly all apocalypse stories serve as a warning: the catastrophe is justly deserved
because humanity has been behaving badly towards both itself and the planet. The idea
that we’ve all brought it about on ourselves is most visible, of course, in stories set in the
aftermath of a nuclear war, from Dr Strangelove to Hayao Miyazaki’'s Nausicaé of the
Valley of the Wind. Gudrun Pausewang’s 1983 novel The Last Children depicts the
irreconcilable breach that comes about when the children who survive such a war blame

their parents for creating a world in which this could happen in the first place.

Nuclear threats are not as omnipresent in post-Cold War fiction, but that doesn’t mean
that we’ve run out of ways to bring about our own demise. The rapidly growing genre of
‘cli-fi’, or climate change fiction, presents worlds with lethal pollution (WALL-E), food
shortages (Paolo Bacigalupi’s The Windup Girl), extreme weather (The Day After
Tomorrow), or water shortages (Octavia Butler's Parable of the Sower). Climate change is
caused by humans, we should have seen it coming, so everything that happens thanks to
our polluting efforts is entirely our fault: cli-fi is meant to warn us before it’s too late.
Although the genre has grown rapidly in the 21st Century, now that the consequences of
global warming are being felt, cli-fi works have been around for much longer: J.G. Ballard’s
The Drowned World, from 1962, presents a world in which the ice caps have melted and

London has been claimed by the sea.

But some apocalypse fiction takes this warning a step further. For all other living things,

these works warn, it would be extremely beneficial if humanity were to be eradicated.

Take Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam trilogy, for instance. In the first instalment, Oryx and
Crake (2003), the scientist Crake decides he’s had enough of the rampantly consumerist,
overpopulated, polluting world he lives in, so he releases a hyper-contagious lethal virus.
Meanwhile, he engineers a new species of humanoids, ‘Crakers’, in which all of the flaws
of Homo sapiens have been carefully removed. The apocalypse needs to take place in
order to create a better world, with Crakers replacing us: a plague wipes away humankind

— but humanity itself was the real plague.
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Crake’s apocalypse is carefully planned, unlike most fictional apocalypses. Yet an
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accidental outbreak can be beneficial for our planet too. In Richard Matheson’s / Am
Legend, the pandemic that turns humans into vampires is caused by carelessly
experimenting scientists — and it turns out that these vampires see themselves as a new,
better society, replacing humans, which they see as terrifying adversaries. While we fear

vampires that hunt in the night, they fear the humans who slaughter them in the daytime.

Finally, there are the stories in which humans get wiped out by other intelligent beings.
Aliens, or artificial intelligence. In these stories, an entity that is more intelligent than
humans takes one look at the sorry lot of us, and decides that both the Earth itself and the
galaxy as a whole are better off without us. This is the justification Agent Smith gives in

The Matrix for keeping humans in pods as food for the machines:

(19

| realized that you’re not actually mammals.
Every mammal on this planet instinctively
develops a natural equilibrium with the
surrounding environment but you humans do not.
You move to an area and you multiply and
multiply until every natural resource is consumed
and the only way you can survive is to spread to
another area. There is another organism on this
planet that follows the same pattern. Do you
know what it is? A virus. Human beings are a
disease, a cancer of this planet. You’re a plague
and we are the cure.

Science fiction is based on extrapolation: it takes the society we currently live in, and
explores the possible futures such a society may end up in. The fact that lots of
contemporary science fiction presents an apocalypse as a good thing for the world

around us should give us pause.

HuffPost UK Tech has launched HuffPost-Apocalypse, a project that aims to investigate
what an apocalypse would mean for humanity, how we can best delay the end of the
world, what the world will look like after we’re gone and what the best viable options for
survival will be for anyone left. Join in the conversation with #HuffPostApocalypse on

Twitter. To read more from the series, visit our dedicated page.

MORE:

Climate Change books tech tech Science Fiction and Fantasy

HuffPostApocalypse

6 Things Only Pet Owners Will Know promotional feature from MSD Animal Health

Conversations


http://projects.huffingtonpost.co.uk/huffpost-apocalypse/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/climate-change/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/books/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/tech-tech/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/science-fiction-and-fantasy/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/huffpostapocalypse/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/6-things-only-pet-owners-will-know_uk_5a96884ae4b0e6a52303013c
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/6-things-only-pet-owners-will-know_uk_5a96884ae4b0e6a52303013c

0 Comments Sort by = Oldest

ML Add a comment...

Facebook Comments plugin

H Sponsored
7 Energy-Saving Myths You Probably Believe - But Shouldn't

How To Make The Most Of The Breakfast Buffet While Travelling On Business

Look Up Your Name to See If You're Owed a PPl Payout
PPl Wise

You May Like

Look Up Your Name to See If You Are Owed a PPl Lump Sum
PPI Free Check Quotes

Banks Don't Want You To Know About This Brilliant PPl Check
Money Tips Online

New Funeral Plan Takes UK By Storm

Freeze Funeral Costs Quotes

u Recommended For You

Two Bodies Found In Manchester Park In '‘Unexplained Circumstances'

How A Flour And Egg Attack On A Vulnerable Woman Led To An Online Witch Hunt

People Born Between 1947 and 1979 With No Life Insurance Must Read This
Saving On Life

m Sponsored
Destinations Where An Adult-Only Stay Is The Best Option

8 Things You Didn't Know Contained Plastic — And How To Avoid Them

Sponsored Links

Sponsored Links

Sponsored Links

Sponsored Links


https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=238320442863988&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2F3tXFuAe2xUh.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df1980a6c232fa14%26domain%3Dwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%252Ff1a9e726307361e%26relation%3Dparent.parent&colorscheme=light&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%2Fentry%2Fwant-to-know-what-the-end-of-the-world-looks-like-look-on-your-bookshelf_uk_5a708322e4b00d0de22404db&locale=en_GB&numposts=10&sdk=joey&skin=light&version=v2.10&width=570#
https://www.facebook.com/gaenor.moore.5
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/7-energy-saving-myths-you-probably-believe-but-shouldnt_uk_5b34badde4b0cb56051fc974?ncid=belowarticle&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/alice-liveing/alice-liveing-business-breakfast_b_18985026.html?ncid=belowarticle&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange
https://eticotrack.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10005&trvx=ff4e82ef&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_term=Look+Up+Your+Name+to+See+If+You%27re+Owed+a+PPI+Payout&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fa8db622f0bf8b4809758ee77243039f8.jpg&utm_campaign=1172725
http://adtopia.club/native/track.php?acid=1&acsrc=1&acacnt=TABOOLA1A&cid=989266&crvid=90673902&pubid=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&ts=2018-08-01+10%3A48%3A43&title=Look+Up+Your+Name+to+See+If+You+Are+Owed+a+PPI+Lump+Sum&platform=Desktop&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&click_id=CjBmNTFkNjY1NC1jYzE4LTRkOTAtOWNhYy03MjliMDMzNGI1ZTItdHVjdDI1YjE1ODASCmltc2xhYnMtc2M
http://digitalmussel.co.uk/?c=3802&a=929&s5=4ef115&s4=i__do0039banksmirkfk__i.jpg&s1=TB_PPI_GENERIC_DESKTOP_PREM&s2=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&s3=Banks+Don%27t+Want+You+To+Know+About+This+Brilliant+PPI+Check
http://www.moneysaver.expert/funeral-insurance/new-funeral-plan?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/davyhulme-park_uk_5b6034a7e4b0b15aba9c88f4
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/how-a-flour-and-egg-attack-on-a-vulnerable-woman-led-to-an-online-witch-hunt_uk_5b6032b3e4b0fd5c73d2ff60
http://savingonlife.co.uk/lifeinsurance/10/A%20New%20Life%20Insurance%20Policy%20Is%20Sweeping%20The%20UK!?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/destinations-where-an-adult-only-stay-is-the-best-option_uk_5b3b4a54e4b09e4a8b272ac4?ncid=belowarticle&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/8-things-you-didnt-know-contained-plastic-and-how-to-avoid-them_uk_5b3f860ee4b07b827cbfe854?ncid=belowarticle&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange

u Recommended For You
Weather Update: Half Of Us Are Going To Get Soaked, Half Of Us Are Going To Roast

Missing Airman's Body 'Somewhere In The Waste Disposal System', Claims Father

Born Before 1964? Here's A Genius Way To Avoid Funeral Expenses

Experts in Money

Advertise

RSS

Careers

Corrections

User Agreement (Updated)

Privacy (Updated)

Cookie Policy

Comment Policy

Supply Chain Transparency

About Us & FAQs

About Our Ads

Contact Us

Sponsored Links

© 2018 Oath Inc. All rights reserved.

Part of HuffPost Tech


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/uk-weather-forecast_uk_5b5ffd07e4b0b15aba9c3bdd
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/corrie-mckeague_uk_5b60013ae4b0fd5c73d2b8c1
http://insurance.expertsinmoney.com/brilliant-way-to-pay-off-your-funeral?cid=56449bc4ce49d&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_term=Born+Before+1964%3F+Here%27s+A+Genius+Way+To+Avoid+Funeral+Expenses&utm_content=https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.brax-cdn.com%2Fcreatives%2F44dd7285-cd6a-4a0f-9085-8137587509a3%2FMourners_roses_03ccbf454f937aae4197bc7a78d2a97c.1200x800.png&utm_campaign=Funerals_UK_June3_TB_D&nwid=Taboola_June3
https://www.oath.com/advertising/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/rss/index.xml
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-careers
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/corrections
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-terms-of-service
http://privacy.aol.co.uk/
http://privacy.aol.co.uk/cookie-information/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-comment-policy
https://help.aol.co.uk/articles/supply-chain-transparency
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-about-us
https://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffpost-uk-contact-us
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/
https://www.oath.com/

